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The Broken Octave in the Introduction of

Frederic Chopin’s Barcarolle op. 60

Takashi Kurao

Abstract : Some pianists in few schools play the first octave as an arpeggio (broken chord)
in the introduction of Frederic Chopin’s Barcarolle in F-sharp major, op. 60. This fact has
been acknowledged by the enthusiasts of classical music or by pianists (mainly the members
of the Russian piano school), but nobody has explicitly referred to it. Therefore there are no

previous studies. This thesis aims to organize information already known in the research

area and to briefly discuss it.
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